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What we are learning this fortnight 
 
Junior Jabba (Foundation and 1/2s) 
The Junior students have had a fabulous start to the school year. In Foundation we 
have been learning about our school environment and meeting lots of important 
people. Students enjoyed visiting Mr Schneider in his office and meeting their Grade 
3/4 Buddies. In Grade 1/2 students have been reviewing the classroom expectations 
and creating class door displays. In Maths students have been investigating colour and 
number patterns, in Literacy we have been writing recounts and learning to ask 
questions about the texts we read.   
 
Middle Mail (3/4s) and Senior Spiel (5/6s) 
Last week was a lot of fun for the 5/6's. We travelled on a bus to Queenscliff! The 
children stayed at a place by the beach for 5 days. We did a range of activities, such 
as rock pooling, surfing, sightseeing, swimming and much more. Everyone had a great 
time away. This week, the students have been recovering from camp. They started 
creating their camp reflection. This is a free writing task, where students choose a text 
type to reminisce on their camp experiences. The camp reflection should be published 
and on display soon! The senior school will be starting their differentiated learning 
groups next week in literacy and numeracy. This will support their learning as students 
are working in an environment at their academic level. Furthermore, we have a few 
special programs running throughout the week, such as Project O and GROW.  
 
Digital Technology 
Hello Mahogany Rise Community! My name is Joshua Murphy and I am so pleased to 
join the wonderful Mahogany Rise Community. I will be working with our students on 
Digital Technology, Reading and Mathematics. This week the Foundation, Year One 
and Year Two students have been working hard on creating worlds within ‘scratch’. 
Next week we will work on creating a short book on the iPads. Over this fortnight Year 
Three and Four students have been creating hyperlinks on various educational 
websites. The Year Five and Six students have created google slides displaying their 
interests and surveyed each other creating a data display.  
 
Physical Education 
What a fantastic start to the year we have had in Physical Education. Our Runners Club 
Program kicked off last Tuesday morning at 8:30am with many students and parents 
running and walking laps of our school court yard. Students in Years 3-6 are completing 
a variety of field events such as long jump, shot put & discus in preparation for our 
District field events scheduled during the first part of the year. The junior students will be 
working on Fundamental Movement skills through game play. Don’t forget to wear 
house tops every Friday for our house activities. 
  
Art  
It has been so nice being back and getting creative. This week the juniors have been 
working on self portraits. where they focused on their facial features (eyes, nose, 
mouth, ears and hair). Each class was allocated a colour as a part of our whole school 
collaboration. They were to use a range of mediums such as markers, pencils and 
crayons to create tone in their piece. This piece is on display near the school entrance 
and it looks amazing! Next week the junior school will be creating symmetry monsters 
using a variety of fun materials (pom poms, stickers and googly eyes etc). The senior 
students have been learning about the geometric style artworks by the Spanish artist 
Okuda San Miguel aka OKUDART. Students chose an animal then drew an outline using 
straight lines. They filled the inside of the animal with triangles and quadrilaterals. Next 
week they will start colouring their pieces in using markers. I can’t wait to see all of their 
finished pieces. 
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From the Principal 
Thank you for reading the first school newsletter of the year! So much has been happening in the first few weeks of 

the year, and aside from some positive covid cases, it has been a very smooth start to 2022. 

 

COVIDSafe measures extension 17 February 2022 

We want to thank parents and students for the great job they have done in keeping our school as 

safe as possible by following important COVIDSafe measures such as mask wearing, physical 

distancing, ventilation, getting vaccinated and rapid antigen testing. This has meant that our 

school has remained open and our students in class. This is a fantastic outcome and a testament 

to the hard work of parents, carers, students and school staff.  

 

Rapid antigen tests  

To keep schools as safe as possible, the Victorian Government has extended the COVIDSafe measures 

introduced for the beginning of Term 1. This includes extending the availability of free rapid antigen tests (RAT) for 

screening until the end of term. It is anticipated an additional 24 million RATs will be provided to schools and early 

childhood settings to continue to support early detection and prevent infection, for use at home.  

 

The need for this program will continue to be monitored, and may end earlier based on health advice. This is 

great news and will mean we’re able to continue identifying COVID-19 cases as early as possible, reducing the 

impact on our school and individuals.  

 

Department of Health modelling indicates that in the first two weeks of school returning, the program has already 

prevented more than 21,000 cases in schools alone. Their modelling indicates, assuming a 75 per cent 

compliance rate with screening of students, that by continuing RAT screening in schools for the full 10 weeks of 

Term 1, we will prevent:  

 61,000 COVID-19 infections in children aged 5 to 17  

 more than 150,000 COVID-19 infections in the overall community                                       

(on average 15,000 per week over 10 weeks, or more than 2,100 per day)  

 around 400 hospital admissions.  

 

The department will continue to supply RATs to our school for your use. RATs can be collected from the front 

office. Twice-a-week testing continues to be strongly recommended for both students and staff. Testing will be 

conducted at home, and students and staff must report any positive result. There is no requirement to report a 

negative result.  

 

Vaccination  

Vaccination is another key component to protect students and staff in school settings. Vaccinations for children 

aged 5 to 11 are open and third dose vaccinations for 16 to 17 year olds are now available. There are lots of 

convenient options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination hubs, your local GP or 

pharmacy.  

You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including:   

 online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine  

 by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline)  

 In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend a state-wide vaccination hub.                   

* using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian 

Government Department of Health 

  

In addition, schools provide a trusted place among the community to access vaccination, particularly for families 

who may experience language or social barriers. Following successful implementation of school pop-up clinics at 

the commencement of Term 1, more than 230 schools across Victoria are currently hosting mini-vaccination 

clinics led by GPs and pharmacists. Many of these clinics will also make vaccinations available to the broader 

school community, inclusive of families of students and school staff. Kananook Primary School’s pop-up clinic is 

open this Saturday 19th February 10am-4pm, with Monterey SC potentially the following weekend (keep an eye 

on Facebook for updates.) 



 

 

Hats 

Just a reminder that 

students must wear 

broad brim hats to 

play outside during 

Term 1 and 4. 
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From the Principal 
Ventilation  

Improving ventilation is one of the most effective measures to keep education settings 

safe. 51,000 air purifiers were delivered to schools by Term 1, 2022 to support COVIDSafe 

settings in schools. Up to an additional 60,000 air purifiers will be rolled out to schools 

ahead of winter to supplement natural and mechanical ventilation during the cooler 

months. The winter allocation will provide enough purifiers to cover all classrooms, in 

government schools and low-fee non-government schools based on current enrolments. 

This includes general purpose classrooms and other specialist classrooms such as art and 

science rooms.  
 

Mask rules will remain the same, with students in Grade 3 and above required to wear 

masks – although they will not be required outdoors. I respectfully remind parents and 

carers to continue wearing masks while inside the school buildings until further notice.  
 

On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you again for your 

continued support in helping your child to complete the rapid 

antigen tests and other COVID Safe measures. As a result of 

these efforts our school can continue providing a safe 

environment for students and staff.   

 

New staff 

I am delighted to welcome Josh Murphy into the role of Digitech Specialist and 

Intervention teacher. Josh comes to us from a school in Hampton Park where he has held 

a number of roles. Last year he was the year 6 Leader and led a team of 8 teachers. He 

has also been welfare and engagement leader among other school-wide roles. 
 

We also welcome Peter Gillam, who has recently completed his 

Honors in Psychology. This year he is focused on gaining some 

practical experience before completing his Masters in 

Psychology in 2023. Peter is looking forward to getting to know 

the students we work with. Both Josh and Peter certainly fit the 

“Mahogany Mould” with their calm and caring natures. 

 

The School Grassed Area 

Unfortunately the grassed area has not developed as we would have 

hoped. It currently remains fenced-off. Over the coming weeks, we will 

begin further works to ensure a lush playing area for the students. I know 

Mrs Laughlin is super excited about it becoming a useable space again! 

 

Artificial Turf Project 

As announced last year, we are resurfacing the area in and around the under-cover area 

near the hall. Works in this area will begin in April, and will give the area an amazing face-

lift! A mock-up of the area can be seen below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mahogany Rise PS Fete 

Make sure you have Sunday 3rd April in your calendar! We will be holding a school fete 

with lots of stall holders and activities for the kids. We look forward to seeing you there!   
 

Andrew Schneider 

Principal 

https://www.google.com.au/search?safe=strict&biw=1366&bih=662&q=mahogany+rise+primary+school+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEwySzE1MDVM1pLNTrbSz8lPTizJzM-DM6wSU1KKUouLAZK-lwcwAAAA&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwi_2dSe6_LRAhWFtpQKHY3vDWYQ6BMIdTAO
https://www.google.com.au/search?safe=strict&biw=1366&bih=662&q=mahogany+rise+primary+school+phone&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEwySzE1MDVM1tLPTrbST87PyUlNLsnMz9PPzssvz0lNSU-NL0jMS80p1s9ILI4vyMjPS7UCkwC6piV4QgAAAA&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwi_2dSe6_LRAhWFtpQKHY3
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