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What we are learning this fortnight

Happy
Birthday
Angel (5/6H)
Levi (5/6H)
Oliver (5/6G)
Gaara (1/2D)

Amber (5/6G)

Junior Jabba (Foundation and 1/2s)
This fortnight in the Junior classes we have continued to be amazed by how well the
students are doing in their phonics groups. These groups are targeted to student’s needs
and they should be so proud of the new sounds they have been learning and how this
knowledge is being applied to their reading and writing. In Maths we have begun looking at
addition. This has involved students learning how to use the strategies of counting all of two
collections (Foundation students), counting on, friends of 10 and other strategies (Grade
1/2’s). We all had lots of fun on our excursion on Wednesday to the Arts Centre to see
Magic Beach too. There was lots of excitement to be on a bus going somewhere different
but everyone did a fantastic job at demonstrating our school expectations. We are so
proud of all the Junior students!
Middle Mail (3/4s) and Senior Spiel (5/6s)
The seniors have been working hard on procedural writing. They have been getting involved
in cooking and science experiments by following the instructions. We have seen great
improvements in their procedural writing lately! The Year 3’s and 5’s have completed their
NAPLAN – we celebrated with pizza at the park the other week. The students are now
focusing on the sporting events upcoming (Field and Cross Country) and The Selfish Giant
Excursion. We have a lot of exciting things coming up in the senior space.
Digital Technology
The students of Mahogany Rise continue to display great enthusiasm and enjoyment during
our Digital Technology sessions! Our Foundation students have been working on providing a
set of instructions using various symbols and tools on the iPads. Years One and Two have
been displaying their creativity within the Application, 'Seesaw', creating a comic with
pictures, text, voice overs and colours. Years Three and Four continued with their important
work on online safety, including creating a short video. Our Year Five and Six students
participated in an incursion outlining and explaining how to stay safe online and created
some fantastic short videos explaining how to stay safe online. Great work students!
Physical Education
What an exciting week it’s been in Physical Education this week with the artificial grass court
being laid out under the undercover area! Well done to all the students who competed last
Friday at District Track Events at Ballam Park. It was great to see students leading the way
with our school expectations and we had some outstanding performances. Over the next
fortnight in Physical Education, students will have the opportunity to learn new skills in
Basketball and Netball. Our Foundation students have begun their PMP sessions in our hall
with the help of our school house captains. Good luck to all students competing today at
District Field Events at Ballam Park and next week at District Cross Country at Cathie oval in
Seaford. Please feel free to contact me if you would like to volunteer to help out.
Japanese
Konnichi wa. This term in Japanese we are looking at Classroom Instructions. Through
games, songs and other activities the students will learn to say stand up, sit down, look, listen
and lots more. As a result there will be a lot more Japanese language used in the classroom.
It's going to be great! Jaa mata!
Art
In Art we have been learning about the famous artist Wassily Kandinsky and his colourful
abstract art. Students created their own art inspired by his piece ‘squares in concentric
circles’ by using crayons and watercolour paint. Next week we will be looking at art created
by the famous artist Sandra Silberzweig and creating a fish piece using black glue to outline
their drawing and chalk pastels to fill them. I cant wait to see them!

From the Principal
It’s hard to believe it’s the end of week 4 already! Time flies when you’re having fun. Over the past
fortnight, GrasSports have been working on the new artificial grassed area, and it opened on
Wednesday! The students are having a ball kicking the footy, playing four square and shooting netballs.
I’m so pleased with the way it has turned out and has really lifted the whole area. We will have an
assembly on Monday 23rd May at 2.45pm to officially open the space. I hope to see you there!

Over the past 2 weeks our year 3 and 5 students have completed the National Assessment Program –
Literacy and Numeracy- NAPLAN. I have been so impressed with the students’ focus and determination
during the past fortnight. Both year 3 and 5 students completed NAPLAN for the first time and gave it
their all. Well done! As NAPLAN was all on-line this year, we expect student results some time in term 3. I’ll
be sure to keep you posted.
Over the coming weeks, our years 3-6 students will complete the DET Attitudes to School Student Survey.
This is an annual state online survey to help identify the great things we do as a school, as well as areas
for improvement. At MRPS, student voice is a really important focus, as they are the reason we are here!
A Compass post went out during the week with more information about the survey.
Throughout next week you will see many trucks come onto the school site, as we begin to rectify the
grassed oval space. The whole area will have 150mm of top soil spread, and a new irrigation system will
be installed. After the civil works are complete, the area will be re-seeded, and result in a fabulous
surface for our students to run and be active on. We will have footy and soccer goals installed too. I
can’t wait to see the temporary fencing finally go!
Monday May 16 was Education Support Staff Day. We held a special morning tea on Thursday (when
most ES staff work) to celebrate their contribution to our great school. We have many ES Staff who help
our students every day. From Shan, Nicole and Pru in the office, to Leanne and Cathie in the kitchen, to
all of the many co-educators who work directly with the students in the classroom- I’ll even have a go at
listing them, in no particular order…Lachie, Tricia, Sim, Matty, Ella, Rhylee, Billie, Abby, Merinda, Camille,
Holly and Pete. You’re all amazing, and thank you for your support of our students.
You may have noticed the new sign out the front of the school about 2023 prep enrolments. If you have
any neighbours, friends or family interested in a tour of our newly built school, please give them the
school number to book a tour, 9786 3211. We have started our Prep 2023 Transition program- all
welcome.

From the Principal
You may have seen the big whiteboard at the front of the office encouraging
students to Beat the Bell! We have noticed quite a few students arriving to school
late. The morning block is such an important part of the day. We start each school
day with circle time to ensure the students are ready to learn, then we move into
our explicit phonics lesson, all of which is completed by 9.30am. If students miss all
or some of this important part of the day, they are at risk of not knowing all of their
sounds which are vital to help them read. Mr Mazurek has done an amazing job
setting up this initiative, so please ensure your child beats the bell each day. They
will also go into the draw to win weekly prizes, and the best class will have the
opportunity to go on a special excursion! Thanks for your support with this
important initiative- as every minute matters.

Finally, another reminder to all families that Monday June 20 is a student-free day.
This is a state-wide recognised Professional Practice Day for all teachers, designed
to allow them adequate time for planning and professional development. While
students will be given work to complete on the day, no students will be on-site at
school.
See you at 2.45pm for assembly on Monday!
Andrew Schneider
Principal
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