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Junior Jabba (Foundation and 1/2s)
In the junior space we have seen a really positive start to the new term. The students
were so excited to be back, seeing their friends, teachers and educators. The
Foundation students are really excited to be celebrating their 100 days of school this
week. The inquiry unit for juniors this term is ‘Science is all around us’, with a focus on
chemical science and physical science. We have many interesting and exciting
activities planned for this unit and also an excursion to Ecolinc to consolidate their
understanding and learning. The Foundation students are off on 30/8/2022 and the 1/2
students attending 13/9/2022. Our focus for literacy for the first part of the term is based
around information reports and looking at fact verse fiction. The students have shown
so much interest in looking at different texts and loving learning facts about animals. For
mathematics, the Foundation students are focusing on money, and we are revisiting
some skip counting by 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s in the 1/2 space. Terrific start by everyone!
Middle Mail (3/4s) and Senior Spiel (5/6s)
We have had a wonderful start to Term 3, and it has been great seeing most students in
the Senior space beating the bell! Congratulations to Miss Ramesh’s class for winning a
trip to Funtopia as the class reward for Term 2! We have started our fluid groups already,
and students have been focused and engaged within the classes. The teachers have
been planning an excursion to Ecolinc to Patterson River. Please expect a permission
slip soon, allowing 3/4 students to attend in Week 7 and 5/6 students in Week 9. Grade
6’s will have received their placement offers for high school this week, and it’s quite
daunting that they will be leaving us in 2 more terms! Each Friday students will be on a
bus heading out to different schools to play either football or netball. We look forward
to seeing our students achieve in interschool sports over Term 3.
Digital Technology
What another fabulous week in Digital Technology at Mahogany Rise! Our Foundation
students continue to complete great work on understanding the changes in
technology over time. Our 1/2 students also investigated how communication has
changed over many decades and what we use to communicate today is different
compared to years ago. The 3/4 students are discovering the important peripheral
devices for a computer. Our 5/6 students are continuing their fantastic work on their
project explaining their favourite coding games and will be presenting their work to the
class in the coming weeks. Well done!
Physical Education
Welcome back to another exciting term in Physical Education. We are pleased to
announce that Interschool Sports will be taking place for the first time in 3 years! All
students in Years 5/6 are expected to participate every Friday starting this week. In
sport, students in Foundation to Year 4 will be investigating strategy games. Don’t
forget that Runners Club is back on starting at 8:30am on a Tuesday morning. We are
looking forward to everyone participating.
Art
What an amazing start to the term! Students loved making their under the sea pieces
with their magic torch. This week and next week we will be working on our whole school
quilt. Each student will be designing something they love or that is important to them in
our community of Frankston North. This will then be printed onto a quilt patch and sewn
together by the community group. I can’t wait to see it come together!

From the Principal
Welcome back to term 3! It was so fabulous seeing the many parents
and carers attend our first assembly for the term too. It was fabulous to
see students receive their awards for being a Learner, and their nights
reading certificate! Keep up the great work!
Adjustment to mask wearing in schools
This week all schools received an important message from the Department of Education and
Training. The message advises of updates to mask wearing requirements and the length of
time when someone is considered a recently confirmed case and therefore exempt from
testing and isolation requirements.
Face masks
It is strongly recommended by the Victorian Department of Health that face masks are worn in
indoor settings, with face masks mandatory for those aged 8 and over who are household
contacts and attending school. This is because the wearing of masks is effective in reducing
the transmission of COVID-19.
What does this mean in practice for schools?
It is the Department’s expectation that, through to the end of winter, students aged 8 and over
and staff will wear masks when in class, except where removing a mask is necessary for clear
communication or when a particular activity requires the removal of a mask.
Masks are not required to be worn outdoors but can be worn when physical distancing is not
possible. This expectation should not constrain student participation in the full range of school
activities, including music, sport and performances.
Schools are not required or expected to sanction students or staff who do not meet this
expectation, but are asked to communicate this expectation to the whole school community
and seek their support for this collective effort.
Exemptions for testing and isolation
The period of time when someone is considered a recently confirmed case
and therefore exempt from testing and isolation requirements has been
reduced from the previous 12 weeks to 4 weeks.
This means that staff and children who are household contacts of people with COVID-19 are
now required to undertake the testing and isolation requirements from 4 weeks after
completing isolation with COVID-19. Previously, this exemption period was 12 weeks.

After the 4-week exemption period, students and staff members who are a household contact
of a new COVID-19 case, must follow the rules for household contacts, including reporting this
to their school.
As part of this they must take 5 rapid antigen tests (RATs) over 7 days and receive negative test
results and wear a face mask (if over 8 years old) in indoor spaces. Families and staff will also
have to report being a household contact to their school after this 4-week period.

From the Principal
Respectful Relationships
I have no doubt that the way our students feel about school, is directly
related to our focus on positive school-wide behaviours. Combined
with the Berry Street Education Model and our 3 whole-school
expectations, the DET ‘Respectful Relationships’ program is run as a
standalone specialist lesson for students each week. See below more
information on this initiative.
What is Respectful Relationships?
Respectful Relationships is about tackling family violence through education.
Rosie Batty, CEO of the Luke Batty Foundation “the school community is an essential part of social
reform by modelling a culture of respect through the whole school, not just by teaching respect in
the classroom”.

In 2017, respectful relationships education will be taught as part of the Victorian curriculum.
The Victorian Government is supporting schools to model respectful relationships across the
whole school community as part of its commitment to respectful relationships education.
The Government is providing Victorian schools with a range of extra supports and resources
including, new Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials.
In the classroom, children will learn problem-solving skills, to develop empathy, support their
own wellbeing and build healthy relationships with others. The initiative will also provide
resources to best support children and staff who are affected by family violence.
When children build positive relationships with their teachers and peers they feel safer and
happier at school, are more resilient and have positive social attitudes. Positive relationships
also increase a child’s sense of social connectedness and belonging which can result in better
health and academic outcomes.
Further information about Respectful Relationships is available on the Department of Education
and Training website: www.education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships. These ageappropriate and evidence based materials are designed to enable teachers to develop
student’s social and emotional capabilities to promote positive, healthy and respectful
relationships. They provide teachers with handouts and activities for students that guide
classroom discussion.

From the Principal
Amazing Student Survey Results!
Each year, students in years 4-6 across all Government Schools complete
the “Student Attitudes to School Survey.” This is an important survey that
helps inform us of the great things our school offers and any areas for
improvement. I’m delighted to share some of this with you now. The below
table shows our ‘percentage of positive endorsement’ for the years 2019
and 2022, compared to the current State measure, and shows how we’ve
improved over the past 4 years.
Factor Name

2019

2022

State

High expectations for success

86%

97%

94%

Teacher concern

61%

83%

75%

Sense of inclusion

76%

88%

89%

Advocate at school

71%

88%

87%

Students feel connected, engaged and supported at Mahogany Rise
Primary School. Thank you to our wonderful teachers, co-educators,
parents and carers for helping our school be the best it can be!
Reminder of Important Student-free Dates
As communicated with you in term 2, there are a number of student-free
days this term. Two of the days are curriculum days that will be used for all
staff to complete important Phonics and Reading professional
development. These two dates are;



Friday 26th August
Monday 29th August

As part of the Victorian Government School’s Agreement, all teachers in
Victoria will participate in a Professional Practice Day this term. Students
will work from home that day. While this date is yet to be confirmed, we
are looking at Monday 12th September (last week of term, as we did in
term 2). This will be a planning day in preparation for term 4.

Thanks once again for everyone’s contributions to a terrific start to term 3.
Andrew Schneider
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